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The Faculty have expressed their support of the capital campaign by reaching their goal of 100% participation and
exceeding their target of 2% of gross salaries over the next three years. “Faculty members felt it was important to
demonstrate their support of the campaign and of our students,” Straub said. “If we are going to ask alumni and friends
for their support, we must do our share.” Gifts and pledges will be used to supplement those of alumni and friends to
improve departmental facilities and provide additional resources to improve teaching, outreach and research.  Total
donation pledges have already exceeded $50,000.
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Much has happened since our last Newsletter to you.  Our
“Solutions for the 21st Century” campaign is going well.  We
are just completing a Telefund campaign to our 1970s, 1980s
and 1990s alumni and have received pledges of approximately
than $20,000.  If you would like to participate, there is still
time.  Since the campaign started in 1997, we have received
commitments from alumni and friends of about $500,000, five
named funds have been established, and seven new scholar-
ships have already been awarded.  Corporate gifts have mainly
come as annual support, but would be equivalent to income
from more than $400,000 in endowed funds.  Faculty have
pledged more than $50,000 in support.

This support has allowed us to complete our department
design laboratory and computer center, which was also aided
by a Laboratory Modernization Gift.  Room 201, one of our
old drafting rooms, has been completely remodeled to house
our Agricultural Safety and Health Center and staff.  We have
been able to update our lecture room with a new computer,
digital projector, and video projector.  Facilities Planning and
Management has agreed to match money from the Department
to continue renovation of the Agricultural Engineering
Building, including re-doing woodwork, floors and walls and
remodeling our Conference Room and other areas.  Most of
this would not have been available without your support, and
we appreciate it.

Enrollment in our program continues to increase.  We had
a freshman class of 16 this past year – the largest that I can
remember.  Our fastest growing area is the Food and
Bioprocess Engineering area, but enrollment continues strong
in the Natural Resources and Environment and the Machinery
Systems areas as well.  Our undergraduate enrollment stands at
about 90 with 30 graduate students.  All of our undergraduates
are now Agricultural Engineering students.

The Agricultural Mechanization and Management and the
Construction Administration programs were eliminated under
pressure from administration in 1994, but we are in the process

of trying to offer another degree which would include elements of
both with Building Systems Management and Agricultural Systems
Management options.

Our faculty and students continue to receive recognition for
their accomplishments.  Both are detailed elsewhere in this
newsletter, but I would like to briefly detail some of our student
accomplishments.  Our ASAE Pre-Professional (student) Club won
the 1998 ASAE 1/4-Scale Tractor Competition, taking not only the
overall prize but placing first in nearly every other category as well.
They also won the First Place award for the best student club
exhibit at Engineering Expo in April 1999.  Scott Westmont, one of
our seniors, won the Enterprise Technology Competition, spon-
sored by the School of Business and the College of Engineering,
for developing a wakeboard binding system and a marketing plan
for it.  This carried a $10,000 first prize.  This list is not inclusive
of all our students’ accomplishments, but is indicative of their
quality.

While there has been much exciting and good news about
Biological Systems Engineering, there has also been some sad
news – namely the death in 1998 of two of our emeriti.  Randall
Swanson, who pioneered the agricultural safety extension program-
ming at UW-Madison for other states to follow, died in January
1998.  Dick Stith, founder of our former Construction Administra-
tion program, died in December 1998.  Memorials to both are
included later in the newsletter.  A scholarship fund has been
started by the Stith family in Dick’s honor.

I will close by saying that you, our alumni and friends, are
important to us.  I encourage you to update us by sending in the
Alumni Update form included in this Newsletter or by e-mail to
bse@facstaff.wisc.edu.  Our website is http://bse.wisc.edu.  We
hope you find this newsletter informative and plan publish again in
the fall to keep you informed.  Let us know your ideas, and thanks
for your support.

Dick Straub
Professor and Chair



Thank you to all of the
contributors to the following BSE
Named Funds:

Lynndon and Norma Brooks
Scholarship

Martin and Kathleen
Burkhardt Endowment

Hjalmar and Janet Bruhn
Fellowship

Gail and Janice Janssen
Endowment

Marcy Heim
Senior Director of Development, UW Foundation

On Behalf of the UW Foundation, I would like to extend my
thanks to all of you who have supported the Biological Systems
Engineering Campaign to date. It has been wonderful to see the level
of excitement and participation as we undertake this important effort.

I’m sure when many of you consider contributing to the Cam-
paign, you think about writing a check. Perhaps you even consider an
amount annually for a period of several years. There are, however, a
number of options for your use which may allow you to provide a
larger gift to the Biological Systems Engineering Campaign.

If you own any appreciated property such as land or securities,
these can be an excellent asset to use in providing a gift. A transfer
of securities to the UW Foundation allows you to make a gift and
receive a charitable deduction equal to the full fair market value of
the securities. In addition, you pay no capital gains tax. There are
also deferred giving options. Deferred gifts are simply gifts that are
made in the present and received by the Foundation in the future.
The most common deferred gift is a bequest in the will. Charitable
gifts made through the will are 100% tax deductible, and no federal
estate tax or state inheritance tax applies to the University. It is
irrevocable and provides an income stream to the donor for their
lifetime. Upon the death of the donor, the trust principal becomes the
property of the UW Foundation and is used for the purpose specified
by the donor. Other forms of trusts, life insurance, gift annuities, and
gifts from retirement plans may also be good options for you. We are
available to visit with you about the best gift vehicle for your particu-
lar set of financial circumstances.

So far in this drive, we have received gifts of cash, gifts of
stock, a charitable remainder trust and several bequests. Know that
your gift, regardless of its size, is important to the Department and is
appreciated by the students, staff and faculty who are and will be the
beneficiaries of your generosity for years to come. If we can help in
any way with your decision to support the Biological Systems Engi-
neering Campaign, please contact us at the UW Foundation. Marcy
Heim can be reached at 608-263-6669 or by email to
marcyh@uwfound.wisc.edu.  Neal Jorgensen can be reached at 608-
263-2027 or by email to nealj@uwfound.wisc.edu.

   Biological Systems Engineering Campaign

I/we wish to join other students, alumni, industry and friends in enhancing the teaching, research and outreach
programs in the Department of Biological Systems Engineering by contributing as indicated below to the
Campaign.

_____ $250 _____$500 _____$1,000 _____$5,000 _____$10,000 _____Other

! I/we wish to pledge $_________ each year for _________ years beginning in________ (year).
Please remind me of the annual amount I have pledged in ___________________(month).

! I/we wish to make a single gift at this time. Enclosed is my/our contribution of $__________.

! Please charge my gift of $_________ to my: ! Master Card ! Visa
Card Number __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __  Expiration Date _________________
Cardholder's name (please print) ________________________________________________________
Signature____________________________________________  Date__________________________

! I/we wish to designate this gift:
! Where the need is greatest in the Department, ! for facility enhancements, ! for faculty/research
support, ! for student support, ! other _____________________________________________________

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Please make your gift payable to UW-Foundation-BSE Campaign.
University of Wisconsin Foundation, 1848 University Avenue, P.O. Box 8860, Madison, WI  53708-8860

$10,000+

Bubenzer, Gary D and Sandra L

Henderson, Donald Leroy

Straub, Richard John

$5,000-$9,999

Converse, James

Halderson, James L and Norma

Holmes, Brian J

Schuler, Ronald Theodore

Sutherland, G Russell

$1,000-$4,999

Ahlgren, David and Janet

Annin, John  & Marilyn

Barquest, Glenn D

Bohnhoff, David & Rhonda
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Biological Systems Engineering UPDATE
460 Henry Mall, Madison, WI 53706

For more information,
please call (608) 262-3310 or visit our website at

http://bse.wisc.edu
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This listing will be continued in the next
issue. For a complete listing of the alumni
update, please refer to our website at
http://bse.wisc.edu

Steven G. Grall, BS in Ag Engr, 1981
P.E., President
The Grall Company, Inc.
28 Valley View Drive
Lemont IL 60439-4450
e-mail:  SGrall@aol.com

Steve Grall’s company specializes in food and pharmaceutical process
design, implementation and automation.

James L. Halderson, BS in Ag Engr and Mech Engr, 1962; MS in Ag
Engr, 1963

Retired but Affiliate Faculty
College of Engineering
Idaho State University
Campus Box 8060
Colonial Hall, Room 25
Pocatello ID 83209
Phone:  208 / 236-2610 FAX:  208 / 236-4538
email:  haldjame@isu.edu

Kevin Kirsch, BS in Ag Engr, 1994; MS in Ag Engr, 1996
Water Resources Engineer
Rust Environment and Infrastructure
1210 Fourier Drive, Suite 100
Madison WI 53717
Phone:  608 / 836-9800 FAX:  608 / 836-9767
email:  kevin_kirsch@ccmail.rustei.com

Dave Lindsay, BS in Ag Engr, 1952
Owner (sawmill, paper mill and woodworking
machinery)
Lindsay Machinery, Inc.
E5389 N. Water Drive
Manawa WI 54949-9798
Phone:  920 / 596-2571 FAX: 920 / 596-3050

David Lindsay has operated his company for 35 years, repre-
senting 25 manufacturers of sawmill and woodworking machin-
ery.  This equipment is marketed largely in the Northern Lake
States.

Stephanie Litman, MS in Ag Engineering & Land Resources,
1995

Agricultural Engineer, EIT
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service
1984 Holmes St.
Livermore, CA 94550
Phone: 510/449/6682 FAX:  510/ 371-0155
Email: baysaver@best.com
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Larry Johnson was recently honored by the College of

Engineering for his outstanding contributions to the engineering
profession.  Larry received his BS in Agricultural and Mechanical
Engineering  (1969) and MS in Agricultural Engineering (1979) from
UW-Madison and also earned his MBA from the University of
Detroit.  Larry’s professional experience began as a product engineer
with the Ford Tractor Operation in Troy, Michigan.  He later joined
Butler Manufacturing’s Jamesway Division as the Manager of Product
Development.  He is currently Vice President for Engineering for J-
Star Industries.

Larry was instrumental in developing an Engineering and
Product Development organization within J-Star which includes
product teams with responsibility for the major product lines.  The
teams handle research, development, design, manufacturing trouble
shooting, product warranty and technical service, and technical
training.  He also implemented a company-wide safety program for
J-Star which includes a Product Safety Committee as its foundation
supplemented by representatives of senior management and safety
consultants.

Larry has also been active in the American Society of
Agricultural Engineers where he has served on various standards
and product/systems committees and is currently a member of the
Finance Committee.  In addition, he has served as a member of the
Advisory Committee for the Biological Systems Engineering
Department at UW-Madison.

In addition to his professional activities, Larry is active with
his local church, the Fort Atkinson Science Fair, and the Fort Atkinson
Pilots Association and Airport Committee.

The faculty congratulate Larry on his recognition by the College
of Engineering and thank him for his valuable service to our
department and profession.

Larry R. Johnson
Vice President for Engineering

J-Star Industries, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin

Alumni Update (continued from p. 9)

Tina DeNardo, BS in Ag Engr, 1997
Home:  1005 Clement St., Apt. A
Watertown WI 53094

Dale R. Dobberpuhl, BS in Ag Engr, 1972; MS in Ag Engr,
1973

Engineering Manager
Pixall, Ltd.
100 Bean St.
P.O. Box 17
Clear Lake WI 54005-0017
Phone:  715 / 263-2112
FAX:  715 / 263-2102

Jerry Draeger, BS in Ag Engr, 1972
Project Manager
Fluor Daniel
134 Merchant St.
Cincinnati OH 45246
Phone:  513 / 772-2000
FAX:  513 / 326-3459

Brian D. Costello, BS in Ag Mech & Mgmt, 1983
(self-employed)
Bri-Tine Holsteins
N8117 Konen Road
Malone WI 53049-1639

Brian and Chris Costello have three children and operate an 80-
cow dairy.  They have a phenomenal herd average of 31,985 lbs
milk/cow on 2x milking.  This was the top herd in Fond du Lac
County in 1996-97.  In 1996 they owned a world production
record cow which produced 59,604 lbs milk on 365-day
lactation.  Brian was the state and national Forage Spokesperson
Award winner in 1996.  He and Chris were the regional winners
of the 1996 Farm Family of the Year Award.  Keep up the good
work, Brian and Chris!

Keith Crane, BS in Ag Engr, 1986
Agricultural Engineer
(consultant/irrigation engineer)
Agro Engineering, Inc.
0210 Rd. 2 So.
Alamosa CO 81101
Phone:  719 / 852-4957

Mark A. De Amicis, BS in Constr Admin, 1993
Project Manager
Krupp General Contractors
2020 Eastwood Drive
Madison WI 53704
Phone:  608 / 249-2020
FAX:  608 / 249-2053

Mark De Amicis worked for M.A. Mortenson from 1993 until
1996 as a field engineer/estimator before joining Krupp.

David H. Dupré, BS in Ag Engr, 1996
Hydrologist/Engineer (Civil Engineer - GS7)
U.S. Geological Survey - Water Resources

Division
221 N. Broadway Ave.
Urbana IL 61801
Phone:  217 / 344-0037 ext. 3017
FAX:  217 / 344-0082
e-mail:  dhdupre@usgs.gov

David Dupré is taking classes part-time at the University of
Illinois with the objective of attaining a Masters degree in
Agricultural Engineering.

John Friske, BS in Ag Mech & Mgmt, 1990
Drumlin Equipment Inc.
109 Violet Circle
Madion, WI 53714
Phone 608/240-0210
Fax  608/240-0210

Mike Frozena, BS in Constr Admin, 1989
(estimator, draftsperson, salesman)
A.C.E. Building Service, Inc.
2513 Marshall St.
P.O. Box 1626
Manitowoc WI 54221
Phone:  920 / 682-6105
FAX:  920 / 682-7700
email:  fuzzs@mail.tcbi.com

Cynthia M. (Garlock) Williams, BS in Constr
Admin, 1992

Resident Engineer
Michigan Avenue Viaduct Reconstruction
Chicago Dept. of Transportation, Bureau of
Bridges and Transit
Phone:  312 / 744-3591
FAX:  312 / 744-3958

Cynthia Garlock is working to complete construction of the
Michigan Avenue Viaduct south of the Chicago River.

Al Geisthardt, BS in Ag Engr, 1978
P.E., Sales Engineering and Design
Jack Walters & Sons, Corp.
6600 Midland Court
P.O. Box 388
Allenton WI 53002
Phone:  414 / 629-5521
FAX:  414 / 629-5233

$1,000-$4,999

Buelow, Frederick H and Lois

Draeger, Jerald Ray

England, Todd Douglas

Finner, Marshall Frederick

Gunasekaran, Sundaram

Kammel, David W

Purschwitz, Mark A

Ranney, Richard & Lorraine

Reinemann, Douglas Joseph

Rountree, John Edward

Walsh, Patrick William

$500-$999

Brevik, Theodore J and Dona B

Janssen, Leon P and Elizabeth A

Kirschner, Hallie Ruth

$250-$499

Cramer, Calvin O

Doering, James Peter

Godfrey, Thomas Nelson

O’ Leary, Philip Ryan

Peterson, James& Carole

Roberts, Aari Kevin

Stowell, Richard Robert

Zeier, Thomas Michael
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The Wisconsin student branch of the American Society of

Agricultural Engineers captured first place in the first ASAE National 1/
4 Scale Tractor Student Design Competition, held May 30-31, 1998 in
the Quad Cities area. Seventeen schools from the United States and
Canada competed.

In this competition, a team designs and builds a tractor around a
standard 16-horsepower engine and a set of tires.  The team is judged on
its tractor’s design, a formal presentation, and the tractor’s pulling
capacity.

The Wisconsin team was directed by Brian Hitt, a senior
agricultural engineering major.  Team members Andy Jirovec, Jon
Wuest, Kelly Schmitz, Ben Mahalko, Craig Wiedemier, Tanner Brethorst
and Brian Huenink represented the Agricultural, Mechanical, and
Industrial Engineering degree programs at the UW-Madison.

In addition to winning the overall championship, the UW-Madison
team also captured the following championships and awards:  Written
Design Report Champion, Oral Presentation Champion, Safety Award,
Manufacturability Award, Craftsmanship Award, Best Appearing Award,
and First Place 800 lbs., Class A.

As part of the team's award, the team presented their design and
tractor at the ASAE International Meeting in Orlando Florida, July 12-
16, 1998. The team's travel was funded in part by the Gail and Janice
Janssen Endowment.  Additional support for the design team was
provided by the Department of Biological Systems Engineering, Weasler
Engineering, Midwest Super Cub, Nelson Industries, Polygon
Engineering Council, BMD Clutch Company, Golden Sands Salvage,
Top Promotions, and Associated Students of Madison.

UW-MADISON TEAM WINS QUARTER-SCALE
TRACTOR COMPETITION

Engineering Accreditation
“Cri ter ia  2000”

“Criteria 2000” is a new approach to accrediting engineering programs throughout the United States.  The
new criteria allows faculty, working in conjunction with client advisory groups, to define unique program
objectives and to develop individualized curricula to meet those objectives.  While minimum course requirements
will still be included as a part of the criteria, much more emphasis will be placed on defining objectives, continuous
program improvement, and outcome evaluation.  As alumni and/or employers of our graduates, you may be
called upon to assist us in assessing our program and our graduates.  Formal surveys of employers and graduates
will be conducted periodically; however, we welcome your comments at any time on strengths and opportunities
for improvement in the preparation of our graduates.  Please forward any comments you may have to Dick
Straub.

CALLING CARDS

The Department would like to
receive a calling card (business
card) from each of our alumni.
We will mount them in a display
case in the hall.  They would
serve to show our students and
potential students where our
alumni are working and their job
titles.  This may encourage
more students to major in
Agricultural Engineering.
Please attach a note with the
card indicating the year you
graduated and your major so
that we can separate the three
degrees (Agricultural
Engineering, Agricultural
Mechanicanization and
Management, and Construction
Administration).  With good
participation we can make a
very attractive display. Please
send your card to:
Biological Systems Engineering

UPDATE
460 Henry Mall

Madison, WI 53706

Alumni Update
The responses to our request for business cards for a wall display was heartening.  Below
is some of the information we received from alumni.  Information not included here will
appear in future newsletters.  If you haven’t kept in touch, we could still use more
business cards.  Please send them to us and/or complete the form at the end of this
newsletter.

Jim Bowe, BS in Ag Engr, 1985
Operations Manager
ADM [Archer Daniels Midland] Erith Ltd. / Erith Edible Oils Ltd.
Church Manorway
Erith, Kent DA8 1DL
United Kingdom
Phone:  (01322) 443090 FAX:  (01322) 435008

Jason D. Capodarco, BS in Ag Engr, 1996
Field Service Engineer
General Kinematics
Phone:  847 / 842-2883
email:  genkinco@ix.netcom.com

Jason Capodarco spends a lot of time traveling while doing field work.  He meets and
works with many different people.  He even had the opportunity to visit with Paul Meyer
at Caterpillar.

Emeron Christensen, BS in Ag Engr, 1957; BS in Civil Engr, 1963
Professional Engineer
Christen Engineering
407 Regent Drive
La Crescent MN 55947-1835
Phone:  507 / 895-3050

From left to right: Tanner Brethorst; Ben Mahalko; Andy Jirovec; Craig Wiedemier;
Richard Straub, Chair of Biological Systems Engineering; Brian Hitt; and Kelly Schmitz.
Brian Straub is seated on the tractor.

Kenneth A. Churchill, BS in Constr Admin, 1979
Wisconsin Licenced Real Estate Broker
Wisconsin Licenced Land Surveyor
K.A. Churchill Company
P.O. Box 63
Green Bay WI 54305-0063
Phone:  920 / 469-1847
FAX:  920 / 469-4558

Other donors
Anderson, Mary Eck

Annin, Katherine B

Bachhuber, Joan Clara

Barrington, Gordon Packard & Marge

Beecher, Robert E & Shirley

Bingham, Edwin T & Nancy

Bishton, Timothy A & Ramona M

Bogue, Richard E. & Constance E.

Bowe, James Gordon

Bray, Robert Woodbury& G Kathryn

Bringe, Allan Neal & Joyce

Burull, James R. & Jeanne R.

Caldwell, Ronald W. and Susan M.

Campbell, Frank Nelson

Connors, Kevin Francis & Anita

Cramer, Calvin O & Patricia L

Daluge, Richard Harlan & Peggy Ann

Danz, Leland & Shirley Ann

Detroy, Benjamin F & Marjorie A

Dobberpuhl, Dale R

Dokken, Evelyn Carolyn

Dupre, David H

Duwe, Pearl A

Fischer, Raymond Charles

Flikke, Arnold Maurice

Ford, Charlotte G

Fordl, Anna F

Gasch, Rodney Joseph

Goetz, Robert J Jr

Goodweiler, Bonnie Jean

Graves, Robert E & Ann N

Hasheider, Philip Herbert & Bremel,

Mary Kathleen

Hauser, William & Mrs

Henry, Pat & Mrs

Hertel, David Rolstad & Lynette

Hopfensperger, Andrew & Linda

Hopke, Evelyn

Hosig, Ernie & Mrs
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The department is actively recruiting quality students for the
Agricultural Engineering program. We completed a recruiting
video entitled Biological Systems Engineering, - UW Wisconsin:
You are the Future! primarily for high school audiences. We will
distribute them to high schools along with the brochure that we
recently developed for each emphasis area: Machinery Systems
Engineering, Natural Resources and Environmental Engineering,
and Food and Bioprocess Engineering.  We are developing a
poster for science, math and agriculture classrooms to encourage
students to view the video.

We would appreciate your help in recruiting.  We will supply
you with videos, brochures and posters.

Biological Systems Engineering
Scholarships awarded

Student Recruiting

RANDALL C. SWANSON
Randall C. “Swanny” Swanson, emeritus professor of

agricultural engineering at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, died Jan 13, 1998 at his home in Madison, Wis. He
was 94 years old.

Swanson came to the UW-Madison in 1943, when he was
appointed by the Wisconsin Agricultural Extension Service as
the first extension farm safety specialist in the United States.
He retired from the UW-Madison Department of Agricultural
Engineering in 1967.

Swanson provided leadership for farm safety and home
safety programs for more than three decades in Wisconsin. At
UW-Madison, he worked to promote safety features such as the
orange “slow-moving vehicle” triangle used on tractors and
other farm machinery.

He was a key figure in organizing and developing the first
Institute for Farm Safety Specialists in 1945, and remained
active in the farm safety movement for more than 50 years. He
served as president of the National Institute for Farm Safety,

Jane M. Wishowski
Jane M. Wishowski died on April 27, 1998, at the age of

29.  Jane received a Master of Science Degree in Agricultural
Engineering and a second Master’s in Civil and Environmental
Engineering.  Jane’s family has asked that memorials be sent to
the American Cancer Society, 5711 Broad Street, Greendale,
Wisconsin 53129.

Other donors
Hougas, Robert W. & Janet M.

Hoy, Douglas Ronald

Jackson, Marion Leroy & Chrystie N

Jende, Steven Anthony

Jensen, Donald V. & Frances G.

Jensen, Marion A

Johnson, Marjorie Chase

Jorgensen, David G

Jorgensen, Neal Albert & Darlyne R

Jorstad, Robert Kenneth

Kelly, Michael Patrick

Klinefelter, Dorothy Jane

Klingbeil, George C

Klingelhofer, Karl Reinhard

Kopp, Luvern Van Deren & Marguerite

Krebs, Jeffrey Charles

Krutz, Gary William

Kurtz, Arthur Riegler & Genevieve M

Markham, Janet Dahrow

Markham, L Leroy & Lillie

Marks, Lillian F

Massie, Leonard R & Marianne C

Matthias Vilas William & Gladys Viola

Meier, Robert Henry

Middleton Sportsmens Club

Morrison, Paul Alan and La Vay Esch

Morrissey, Leone J

Mueller, Cecelia G

Muthukumarappan, K.

Niedermeier, Edna B

Niendorf, Donald William

O’ Connor, John William

O’ Connor, Robert E & Nancy L

Odgers, Edward John

Olsen, Rick Lloyd & Sue

Ott, Roger & Loraine

Pasch, Roger Merle & Everly A

Peck, Homer M & Betty M B

Pederson, Daniel Lee
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Inc. (the successor to the
Institute for Farm Safety
Specialists) from 1963 to
1964, and as secretary of the
NIFS from 1962 to 1969.

Swanson was preceded
in death by his wife, Karine,
and a young daughter, Julie.
He is survived by his
daughter, Karen Bolles of
Woodbury, Minn.; his sons
Neal, of Chicago, and
Kenneth, of Monroe, Wis.;
11 grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and
Evelyn Dokken, a close
family friend and relative.

Randall C. "Swanny" Swanson
1904-1998

BSE Student Wins
Technology Enterprise
Competition

Biological Systems Engineering

student Scott Westmont and his

roommate, Business School student

Sean Smith are the first place $10,000

winners of the 1998-1999 Technology

Enterprise Competition.

The team developed a technology-

based business plan for S.O.S. Binding

System, Inc. to market a new foot

binding system used in waveboarding, a

form of water skiing.  The team

recognized the sport’s high rate of

injuries resulting from bindings that did

not kick loose upon wipe outs.  S.O.S.

binding was designed to break loose

and reduce the risk of injury.

The competition was held Friday,

April 9, 1999 in Grainger Hall. In

preparation for the competition,

engineering and business students and

the UW put in months of teamwork,

planning and developing their market

research and business plans for

technology-based business ventures.

The Technology Enterprise

Competition is designed to encourage

joint engineering, business and science

student teams to conduct market

research, assess technological

feasibility and write a business plan that

builds on the strength of UW

technology, business expertise and

education.  The competition is

sponsored by the UW Technology

Enterprise Cooperative, the College of

Engineering and the School of

Business.

Since 1998, over $_______ in scholarships have been awarded
to Biological Systems Engineering students through the UW-
Foundation, thanks to BSE alumni and friends.

The 1998 scholarship
recipients were:

Hjalmar & Janet Bruhn
Fellowship
Leah Sibley

John Deere Scholarship
Brian Hitt

The 1999 scholarship
recipients were:

Brian Hitt (right) receives the John Deere
Scholarship from Dick Straub, BSE Profes-
sor and Chair (left).

Leah Sibley (center) receives the Hjalmar
and Janet Bruhn Fellowship from Dick
Straub, BSE Professor and Chair (left) and
Janet Bruhn (right).
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Other donors
Petersen, Ruth G

Peterson, Arthur Edwin & Eva A
Pick, William Albert and Shirley M

Pitt, Ronald Evan

Pope, Arthur Lloyd & Elizabeth Nord
Poynor, Russell R & Roma B

Prestbroten, Bonnie

Rather, Norval Elmer
Rauwerdink, James Don

Remus, Allan L

Resnick, Sol Donald
Risser, Philip E

Rohleder, Stephen Arthur

Scheibe, Hildegarde Marsales
Schirer, David Kenneth

Schoenmann, Dorothy

Schommer, James Bernard
Schultz, Anthony Lynn

Seestrom, William Reinholt

Shands, H L
Skinner, John L & Jean C

Skowlund, Richard I & Anne J

Sledge, George W & Dorothy D
Sorg, John E & Mrs

Sterba, Stella Fidelia

Sullivan, William J
Sunde, Milton Lester

Sweeney, Ruth E

Taplick, Robert William & Kathryn K
Urben, Leon Jacob

Vetter, Willard Arthur

Voss, Thomas George
Wang, Ruike

Weber, Gregory B & Bobbi Jo Burdin

Weber, Walter F & Emma C
Weber, Walter J

Wehler, Todd Michael

Weiss, Mareda Ruth
White, Maurice E and Grace W

Wileden, John F & Donna J

Wilkinson, Viola
Witzel, Jahn Frederick

Witzel, Stanley Arthur Sr

Wolfe, Robert Richard
Wolff, Sidney & Mrs

Wollin, Roger & Carole J

Wright, Ruth Hoesly

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS
ASAE BLUE RIBBON EDUCATIONAL AWARD
1997 Purschwitz, M. A.
1998 Holmes, B.
1998 Kammel, D.

ASAE FELLOW
1998 Henderson, D.

ASAE HANCOR SOIL AND WATER ENGINEERING
1998 Bubenzer, G. D.

ASAE PAPER AWARD
1997 Bohnhoff, D. R.

ASAE PRESIDENT’S CITATION
1998 Converse, J.
1998 Kammel, D.

WISCONSIN SECTION ASAE YOUNG ENGINEER
OF THE YEAR
1998 Reinemann, D. J.

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES
POUND EXTENSION SPECIALIST AWARD
1998 Reinemann, D. J.

JOHN S. DONALD INSTRUCTOR AWARD (Short
Course)
1998 Purschwitz, M. A.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
UW - EXTENSION TEACHERS AWARD
1998 Bubenzer, G. D.

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
POLYGON INSTUCTOR OF THE YEAR
1998 Bohnhoff, D.

NON-FACULTY AWARD WINNERS NOMINATED BY
FACULTY

ENGINEERING HONORARY RECOGNITION
1997 Johnson, Larry

UNITES STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
HONOR AWARD for PERSONAL and PROFES-
SIONAL EXCELLENCE
1998 Rowell, R.

USDA FOREST SERVICE

HONOR AWARD for PERSONAL and
PROFESSIOANL EXCELLENCE
1998 Rowell, R.

CHIEF’S INTERNATIONAL FORESTRY AWARD
1998 Rowell, R.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
HAMMER AWARD
1998 Kammel, D.
1998 Massie, L.
1998 Walsh, P.
1998 Holmes, B.

Faculty Awards - Agricultural Engineering����� ���
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Beginning in the summer of 1999, 460 Henry Mall, the building which houses Biological Systems

Engineering will be getting a new look.  In addition to general building improvements, the building’s asbestos
flooring will be removed and a second floor conference room and lunch commons will be renovated.

University of Wisconsin Facilities Management has agreed to make these improvements, with a funding
match from the Biological Systems Engineering Alumni Foundation.

The existing flooring and chalk boards will be removed from the second floor conference room, which
currently doubles as a faculty and staff lunch area.  Carpeting, a suspending ceiling and new lighting will be
installed, along with white boards and new conference furniture to complete the room.  The improved conference
room will provide a comfortable meeting area for faculty and staff meetings, brown bag seminars and other
presentations and meetings.

A room located next to the existing kitchenette will be renovated into a faculty and staff lunch commons.  The
flooring will be replaced and a suspended ceiling and new lighting will be installed. Staff offices which are
currently in this room are being relocated to other office space in the building.

According to Dick Straub, Biological Systems Engineering Chair, “This will be a slow process and will take
place over the next two years.”  These improvements will compliment areas of the building that have been
recently renovated, including the Wisconsin Center for Agricultural Safety and Health and the student computer
center.

Dick and Grace Stith
Scholarship Established

On December 16, 1998, Professor Dick J. Stith passed away
at his home.  He wife and partner, Grace and their family have
established the Dick and Grace Stith Scholarship for the
department in Dick’s memory.   The scholarship will be
designated to students pursuing an agricultural engineering
degree with preference given to students taking construction
coursework.

Professor Stith was a faculty member in the Department for 27
years.  Professor Stith came to the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 1959 to teach and assist in redesigning the
Construction Administration program in the Agricultural
Engineering Department, now Biological Systems Engineering.  In
1964, he earned a Master of Architecture degree based on
intense research of several sites of the Mayan ruins in Mexico.

Before coming to UW-Madison, Professor Stith served with
the Army Air Force in World war II for more than three years.  He
earned a degree in Architecture from Kansas State University-
Manhatten in 1951, after which he came to Wisconsin to take a
position as a University Extension Architect, serving the four
counties around Lake Winnebago.

During Professor Stith’s time with the department, he was a
strong teacher, friend and mentor to many students in the
construction administration program.
He took a special interest in his
students and encouraged them to
pursue careers in the construction
area.  His last years were brightened
by the accomplishments of his many
students.  The goal of the
scholarship is to support an
undergraduate student in agricultural
engineering.  We invite alumni,
especially former students of
Professor Stith’s to consider a gift to
his scholarship fund in his memory.
Contributions may be sent to the
Stith Scholarship, c/o UW
Foundation, PO Box 8860, Madison,
WI  53708-8860, Attention: Neal
Jorgensen.

Dick J. Stith
1922-1998
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